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MATTHEW 1:12.-RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP.


BCC-Keldmarsh-21.03.2010
Verse 12, “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

This verse is also known as “The Golden Rule for Life and Living.”

Similar saying have been attributed to Socrates, Aristotle, Confucius, and the Rabbis earlier than Jesus, namely Shammai and Hillel. However, the Lord Jesus uses it as a paraphrase of Leviticus 19:18, “You are to love your neighbour as yourself,” and in Mark 12:28-31 He calls it “the second greatest Commandment.”
Our verse opens with the word ”therefore.” In other words, this verse is summing up the teaching that has gone before in this chapter. What “therefore” is also doing is nailing down, or bringing to our attention the practical aspect of the doctrine contained in vs. 1-11. 
It is useless to just fill our minds with doctrine (important as that is), if it doesn’t work out in practical application in our day to day walk before God. So vs. 12 is the practical application of vs.1-11.

Before we look at the whole context of our verse we will look briefly at vs. 7-11 which are a parenthesis between judging others, vs.1-6 and verse 12, the Golden Rule.
Read vs.7, what a wonderful promise we have given to us here. In Scripture two is a witness, and so we find that the promises of vs. 7 are repeated in vs.8 (read it). These are tremendous promises to apply to our lives.

The whole of Biblical teaching with regard to life can, in a sense, be summed up in one man’s life, that of Abraham, of whom we are told, “He went out not knowing whither he went.”

But Abraham was perfectly happy, at peace, and at rest. He was not afraid. Why? As one of the old Puritan divines said, “Abraham went out not knowing whither he went, but he did know with whom he went.”

Unbeknown to Abraham, he would meet up with difficulties, problems, and even commands through which his God would stretch his faith to the limit. But he knew that he was not alone, for there was One who had promised never to leave him nor forsake him.

In this we can rejoice this morning for Abraham’s God is our God. And this same God, through His Son, has not only said to us, “I will never leave you nor forsake you,” but has given us these great and precious promises in vs. 7 & 8.

However, if we are to understand them Biblically, these verses are not universal promises. They are not some magic formula where God is at our beck and call to answer our every need. Our own Christian walk and experience should confirm this. We must not forget that God’s promises are always conditional, e.g. John 14:13.
To understand them we should take the whole context of vs. 7-11. 
So why are these verses where they are in this chapter?

As we learned with Richard last week vs. 1-6 is about judging each other. The subject is judgement and we are reminded that in this life we are living under both the grace and judgement of God. Whether we like it or not, the eye of God is upon us, and this life is a kind of preparation for our future life beyond death and time. This is why we must be careful about judging other people, for we shall all one day appear before the judgement seat of Christ.
In vs.1-6 the Lord Jesus has shown us the danger of condemning other people as if we were their judges, and holding bitterness, anger, and hatred in our hearts.

If Jesus were to hold a mirror before our lives we would see how judgmental we have been about others and how large a plank there is in our own eye when we are trying to remove a speck of sawdust from our brother’s eye.

The effect of this spiritual mirror would reveal our own terrible need of grace whereby we have to call out to God, “who is sufficient to such a high standard of righteousness?”

In answer to this same question the Apostle Paul cried out, “I thank God-through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Our own answer should be the same, and this now puts us in a position to apply vs. 7 & 8 to our need.

In these verses we find all the grace we need to live out the standards revealed in the Sermon on the Mount. To experience this grace, we must bear in mind 3 principals.
Principal No.1; Ask, seek, knock. In other words, persistence, perseverance, importunity.

Unfortunately our lives are littered with the wrecks of broken resolves. “I am going to read the Bible more, pray more, endeavour to be more spiritual, etc, etc.

If we are going to really obtain the blessings God has for us, we must first go on asking for them. This is what the fight of faith is all about.

Principal No.2; is the realisation that God is our Father, (read vs.9 & 10). Here God is using the familiar method of arguing from the lesser to the greater; if an earthly father does so much, how much more, so God?

 “Ah!” But you say, “I do know God as my Father. I do believe it.” But do we know it in our daily lives? Is it something of which we are always conscious? Or is it something we only remember when we have a problem or difficulty?

Read vs.11, sometimes we are very silly if we think that when something unpleasant happens to us, God is against us. But God is our Father; and as our Father He will never give us anything that is evil. Never; It is impossible!!. 

Those listening to Jesus on a hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee would have understood exactly to what He was referring when He mentioned a stone and a snake. Because many of His listeners would have their living by fishing in Galilee they would know that the sea bed was covered with stones shaped very like a loaf of bread and fishermen often caught sea snakes along with the fish.
Principal No.3 is this. God being God, He never makes a mistake. An earthly father can make a mistake. What he sometimes does for the good of his child may turn out bad. Our Father in heaven never makes a mistake.
We are the children of a Father who not only loves us but looks upon us and keeps His eye upon us. He will never give us anything evil and will never lead us astray. He will never make a mistake in what He gives us. He knows everything; His knowledge is absolute.

May these things encourage us to be radical disciples.

Now let us consider our text for this morning, vs.12, The Golden Rule for Life and Living.

So, we are now back at our word “Therefore,” and this tells us that in this verse the Lord is collecting together what He has been saying from vs.1-6 about judging others, and in vs. 7-11 about finding grace on how not to judge, and now both these commands are encapsulated in this vs.12.

In other words, in the light of all that has gone before in vs.1-11, THIS IS HOW WE MUST LIVE!!
As I have said, we have, as it were, been dealing with the spiritual principals in the previous verses; now we must get down to the practical application to these things in our personal lives.

How do we live out this “Golden Rule?” You will notice that Jesus rounds off this verse with, “for this is the Law and the Prophets.” Now we know that Jesus said on another occasion that the whole of the Old Testament Law was summed up in two commandments, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbour as your self.”
It is in loving God and loving others that we fulfil vs.12. Unfortunately, it is the loving of others that is the problem.
What Jesus is really saying is, “if you are in trouble at all as to how you should deal with others, and how to behave with respect for them, this is how you should act.

We do not start with the other person; we start by asking ourselves, “What is it I like? What are the things that please me?” Then ask ourselves, “What are the things I dislike? What are the things that upset me, and bring out the worst in me? What are the things that are most hateful and discouraging?”

We make a list of our likes and dislikes, and we work them out in detail- not only deeds, but also in thoughts and speech-with respect to the whole of our lives and activities. “What do I like people to think about me? What is it that tends to hurt me?”
In these verses the Lord has dealt with these issues in detail and so should we.
Having drawn up our list of likes and dislikes, when we come to deal with other people we have nothing to do but to say quite simply, “that other person is exactly as I am in these matters.” We must put ourselves constantly in their position.

In our conduct and behaviour with respect to them we must be careful to do, and not to do all the things which we have found to be pleasing and displeasing to ourselves.

“Oh but this sounds so difficult.” Listen to what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:30, “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God-and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” 
What Paul is saying here is that God has not given us righteousness; He gives Christ to us since Christ is our righteousness. God has not given us sanctification; He gives us Christ because Christ is our sanctification. God has not given us redemption; He gives us Christ because Christ is our redemption. God has not given us wisdom; He gives us Christ because Christ is our wisdom. C/f James 1:5.
God has not granted us humility, patience, & gentleness, He grants the entire Christ to us. It is Christ who becomes our humility, patience, and gentleness. He is Christ, the living Lord for Christ is all. It is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who lives, BUT CHRIST LIVES IN ME; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20.

God has given Christ to live in us and to be manifested through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. With God dwelling within us why can He not overcome the power of the fleshly old nature and be enabled to live out the “Golden Rule?”  

This is not like rocket science, or like quantum physics. Nor need we study all the great text books on ethics, social relationships and morality, and on all the other subjects which deal with problems of human relationships. Why? For all they can say can be reduced to the practical outworking of these few words of Jesus in vs.12.

If we practice this “Golden Rule” we can never go wrong. If we do not like unkind things being said about us, DO NOT SAY THEM ABOUT OTHERS!!.
If we do not like people who are difficult, and who make our lives difficult, and bring problems into our life, and constantly put us on edge; well; in exactly the same way, do not let our behaviour be such that we become like them.
If more married couples live this verse out with each other there would be fewer Christian divorces and fewer family breakdowns.

In closing, let us go back to something I said previously. “To fulfil all things we must love God first and then our neighbour.”

Obedience in living the “Golden Rule,” begins with God. We do not start with our neighbour, we start with God. Get that relationship right and the rest will follow.

How did Jesus say we should act in order to demonstrate Kingdom Life and Radical Discipleship? Read John 13:34-35.

Jesus did not say, speaking in tongues, manifesting the gifts of the Spirit, or even preaching the Gospel would convince the world. Although I fervently do believe in all these necessary things.

No! He said first we were to love each other as He has loved us, THEN others would know that we are His disciples. And as we love each other by living out the “Golden Rule,” it will create a basis from which evangelism and everything else can supernaturally and effectively flow.

This world and those in it are starved of genuine Godly love, and if we who are in personal relationship with Jesus, do not live the “Golden Rule” by loving each other, both saved and unsaved, just as we have been commanded, how on earth are we going to convince this needy world of the genuineness of the power of God’s love to bring them into new life? 
I leave you with this challenge, and may God help us to live as RADICAL DISCIPLES. 
Amen and God bless you.

